
San Bernardino County, California 

San Bernardino is one of the largest counties in the United States. The estimated 2009 population for the 

county is 2,060,950 people. It is located in the Southeast of the state of California and stretches from the densely 

populated Riverside-San Bernardino area to the Nevada border and the Colorado River.   

The county of San Bernardino is surrounded by many national parks. The Mojave National Preserve is located 

in the Mojave Desert. Some of the natural features are the Kelso Dunes, the Marl Mountains and the Cima 

Dome. There are also some volcanic formations like the Hole-in-the-Wall and the Cinder Cone Lava Beds. 

There is also a ghost town by the name of Kelso. San Bernardino National Forest is a federally funded preserve 

that covers about 800,000 acres. This forest contains residential communities and resorts, Indian resources like 

pictographs, the University of California research station and the waterfall named Bonita Falls.  Joshua Tree 

National Park is open year round. While there you can enjoy the hiking trails, rock-climbing, mountain biking, 

or camping. 

The county seat is San Bernardino, CA.  San Bernardino is located at the base of local mountain resorts like 

Lake Arrowhead and Big Bear where you can enjoy skiing, fishing, biking and hiking.  It is a thrilling city with 

year-round activities, cultural events and entertainment.  You can take your children to A Special Place to a 

hands-on children's museum, featuring a disability exhibit, costume areas, and turtle and saltwater reef tanks.  

If you travel downtown you can check out the historic California Theater that shows Broadway plays, musicals 

and cultural shows.  Hospitality way offers a large array of restaurants, lodging and shopping.  If sports is 

your thing you can enjoy baseball, go bowling or check out the Arrowhead Motor Speedway. Because the 

climate is moderate, you can enjoy outdoor activities year round.  With museums, golf courses, theaters and 

much more, San Bernardino is definitely a great place to be. 

Joshua Tree, CA is the gateway to the West entrance of Joshua Tree National Park.  It sits in the foothills of the 

Mojave Desert.  In Joshua Tree you can find reasonably priced luxury lodging, exceptional restaurants, and 

wonderful scenery.  It is a great place to enjoy clean air, starry skies, pleasing sunsets, and quiet surroundings.  

 

Twentynine Palms, CA is home to fresh air, beautiful views and a small town family lifestyle. The town takes 

pride in sharing the area's history and culture. There are many things to do in the Twentynine Palms area.  The 

Mojave National Preserve is known for its natural beauty, vistas, geology, botany, zoology, night sky, and 

distinctive environment.  In the City of Twentynine Palms, you’ll find opportunities for relaxing, dining, 

lodging, camping, hiking, golf, shopping, art and entertainment.  Explore the Old Schoolhouse Museum, many 

art galleries, or the famous Oasis of Murals.  You can also enjoy a real American drive-in movie, a stage play at 

the community theatre or the coffee shops and restaurants.  The climate is moderate year round so many of 

these activities are possible throughout the year.  Twentynine Palms is also home to the Marine Corps Air 

Ground Combat Center, which is the largest Marine base of the United States Marine Corp.  Soon the Nuwu 

Casino will be built and it offers gaming, restaurants, bowling, billiards, and an RV park.  

 

 

San Bernardino County has been home to some famous people as well.  Some of these notable people are Glen 

Bell, founder of Taco Bell; Wyatt Earp, the town of Earp is actually named after him; actor Cuba Gooding, Jr., 

actor Gene Hackman and many others.  There are many attractions to see in the San Bernardino County area. 

You can check out the World’s Tallest Thermometer in Baker, CA or tour the Goldstone Observatory in the 

Mojave Desert.  With so much to offer there is no doubt that you should be a part of this growing and 

prosperous county. 

 


